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Forum Agenda 

African Consortium for Children’s Rights (CADE) 
16 June 2026 - Tunis, Tunisia 

Forum: Combating Early Marriage and Female Genital Mutilation 

- Challenges and Perspectives 
 

Time  Sequence / Activity  

08h30 – 09h00 Participant registration and welcome  

09h00 – 09h15 

 

Official Opening Session of the Forum 

Official announcement of the establishment of CADE 

Presented by Mr. Hamadi Mehyar, former General Delegate for Child 

Protection – Tunisia 

• CADE – Dr. Moez Cherif, President of CADE, 
• UNICEF – Michel Le Pechoux, Representative, 

• UN Women – Florence Basty, Representative, 

• UNFPA – Dr. Rym Fayala, Representative. 

  

09h15 – 11h00 

 

Panel 1 - Combating Early Marriage 

Panel of experts from NGOs and representatives of the scientific and 

medical community. The African Union’s 2026 Day of the African Child 

WASH theme will be addressed as a cross-cutting issue in line with CADE 

priorities. 

Part 1: Situation analysis and good practices 

Discussion moderated by Mr. Hamadi Mehyar, former General Delegate 

for Child Protection – Tunisia. 

• CADE survey report on early and adolescent motherhood in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, Burkina Faso, 

Mauritania, Togo and Benin – Report presentation commission -

CADE,  

• Cooperation and partnerships for effective implementation - 

Mundia Situmbeko, Senior Regional Engagement Officer, Girls 
Not Brides, 

• Overview of child marriage in Africa and Good Practices on 

Prevention and Response – Ellen Alem, Child Protection 

Specialist, End Child Marriage in Africa. 
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• Early marriage: laws and practices in North Africa and the 

Middle East – Ms. Hedia Belhadj Youssef, Coordinator of the 

Programme to Combat Gender-Based Violence, CAWTER (Center 

of Arab Women for Training and Research), 
• SOS Children’s Villages, 

• Federation of Midwives' Associations of Africa (FASFA), 

• Gabrielle Henderson, Programme Lead, Global Grants Portfolio, 

UN Trust Fund to end Violence Against Women and Girls. 

  
11h00 – 11h15 Coffee break  

11h15 – 13h00 

 

Panel 2 — Combating Female Genital Mutilation 

Panel of experts from NGOs and representatives of the scientific and 

medical community. The African Union WASH theme will be addressed 

as a cross-cutting issue in line with CADE priorities. 

 

Part 2: Case studies and analysis of actions undertaken 

Discussion moderated by Ms. Aida Ghorbel, former UNICEF Child 

Protection Officer. 

Speakers and representatives: 

• CADE survey report on the situation of FGM in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Mauritania, 

Togo and Benin – Mr. Jean Dabire, CADE member, civil society 
representative from Burkina Faso, 

• Overview of female genital mutilation in Arab countries – Ms. 

Hedia Belhadj Youssef, Coordinator of the Programme to 

Combat Gender-Based Violence, CAWTER (Center of Arab 

Women for Training and Research), 
• What works to combat FGM – Ms. Line Baago-Rasmussen, Child 

Protection Specialist, UNICEF, 

• IPPF’s work on FGM – Zeynabou Dioum, IPPF, 

• Overview of SAGO’s work on female genital mutilation – Mr. 

Blami Dao, President-elect of SAGO, 

• SOS Children’s Villages, 

• FIGO, 

• Federation of Midwives' Associations of Africa (FASFA), 

• Gabrielle Henderson, Programme Lead, Global Grants Portfolio, 
UN Trust Fund to end Violence Against Women and Girls. 

 

 

  
13h00 – 14h30 Lunch  
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14h30 – 15h45 

 

Working Groups 

Workshop 1: Integrated approaches — health, education and living 

conditions to protect girls, in connection with the African Union WASH 

theme 

• Why a sectoral approach is not enough, 

• Intersection of health, education and environment — water, 
hygiene and sanitation, 

• Building concrete multisectoral action. 

 

Workshop 2: Building the Consortium’s strategy — priorities, pillars 

and perspectives 

• Defining intervention themes and medium- and long-term 

priorities, 

• Advocacy and action plan: towards a common strategy to 

combat female genital mutilation and early marriage. 

 

Workshop 3: Economic actors and civil society — towards a strategic 

alliance to build solutions together 

• Identify challenges and define a strategy to achieve the common 

objective. 

 

Workshop participants: Representatives of the CADE civil society 

organizations, UNICEF, UN Women, UNFPA, IPPF, CAWTER, FIGO, 

SAGO, the Federation of Midwives' Associations of Africa, the African 

Union, African Development Bank, TABC and CONECT. 

  
15h45 – 16h00 Coffee break  

16h00 – 17h15 

 

Validation and adoption of recommendations resulting from discussions 

in each workshop. 

  
17h15 – 17h30 Closing of the Forum  
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